Trinity-St. Stephen’s United Church

1 Ratchford St., P. O. Box 413, Amherst, N. S., B4H 3Z5

    Phone:  667-8483 
   
            Website:  http://tssuc.tripod.com                            
    Fax:       667-4785    

  
         E-mail:  tssuc@eastlink.ca                            
Minister:  Rev. Susan Estabrooks

Director of Music:  Jeff Joudrey

Admin. Assistant: Erika Benjamin

Custodian: Terry Lawless

10:30 a.m.  ~ March 10, 2013 ~ Fourth Sunday in Lent
Broadcast of last Sunday’s service over EastLink TV ~12noon & 1p.m.
* (Indicates to rise in body or in spirit!)
The service will proceed without announcement
The Gathering

 Prelude:  “Grand plein jeu – Basse de Trompette”
        - G. Corette
 Welcome and Announcements

 Lighting of the Christ Candle (Please remain seated)

 Introit: “Jubilate Deo” (Shout With Joy To God)
                  - M. Praetorius
*Call to Worship 

One:  The Lord be with you.

   All:  And also with you.

One:  We come from scattered places to this sanctuary

   All:  to seek our unity in the Spirit, to seek the grace of the Lord 


 Jesus Christ

One:  to seek the peace of God the Creator.

   All:  Let us open our hearts and minds and spirits to receive God's 

 unconditional love and become channels of God’s grace, one 

 to the other.
*Prayer of Approach (Unison)
Lord God, Your love is at work in all that you have made. Jesus Christ, in your likeness, we are made new. Holy Spirit you touch our lives with hope. Receive our worship, claim us for your service, and set us free to honour you this day.  Amen. 
*Hymn # 231    “I Sing the Mighty Power”


   (Haydn)  
 (Congregation may be seated following the hymn.)

Prayer of Confession (see back of bulletin)
Assurance of Pardon

One:  Friends in Christ, let us hear the good news. God's grace is 


 abundant and he has lavished it upon the world in Jesus Christ. 


 Help us to know and believe we are free to live the abundant life. 

 May the peace of Christ be with you always.

   All:  And also with you.  Amen.
*Hymn # 267    “Like a Mighty River Flowing”   (Quem Pastores Laudavere)
 Conversation with the Children

Hearing God’s Word

 Prayer for Illumination (seated):  # 411 “O God We Call”

O God we call, O God we call, from deep inside we yearn, 



from deep inside we yearn, from deep inside we yearn for you.

 Hebrew Scripture: Responsive Psalm 32, page 759
 Epistle: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21
 Ministry of Music: “Cantate Domino”


             - N Sleeth
 Gospel: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

One:  This is the Word of the Lord.


   All:  Thanks be to God!
 Sermon:  “Overwhelmed by Grace”

            - Rev. Carol Smith  
*Hymn # 147    “What Wondrous Love Is This”

 (Wondrous Love)
Responding to God’s Word

Offertory Invitation

 Offertory:  “Tierce en Taille”



        - F. Couperin
*Sung Offertory Prayer (tune # 540, Grant Us, God, the Grace)
(Stuttgart)
Grant us, God, the grace of giving, with a spirit large and free, 

that ourselves and all our living we may offer faithfully.

Prayer of Thanksgiving & Intercession & The Lord’s Prayer
*Hymn # 427    “To Show by Touch and Word”


(Lodwick)  
*Commissioning & Benediction

One:  May God give us grace to let our lives be interrupted by the sign of 

 the cross


   All:  …as it presents itself to us in the midst of our busy lives.

One:  May these Lenten days be filled with moments of wonder and grace.


   All:  Amen.
Words of Blessing


One:  May God bless us and grant us not only to admire but to obey 


 Christ's teachings, not only to profess but to practice our faith, not 

 only to love but to live the gospel, through the power of Jesus Christ.


   All:  Amen. 

*Choral Benediction: (# 222 (MV), “May the Peace of God Be Your Peace”)
May the peace of God be your peace. May the love of God be the 

love you show.  May the joy of God be the joy you know, and 

may the world that God would see be found in you. 
*Extinguishing of the Christ Candle

 Postlude: “Plein jeu”  




          - G. Corette
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A special Thank you to Rev. Carol Smith 

for being our guest Minister for today’s service!

Trinity-St. Stephen’s United Church, Amherst, N. S.

March 10, 2013
Today’s bulletin is given in loving memory of Mr. & Mrs. J. F. O’Brien & Jack, Margaret Trenholm & Ross & Marion Brown by the family. 
Sympathy of the congregation is extended to family and friends of Marg O’Brien
We welcome all visitors and invite you to sign the guest book at the back of the church; we also welcome those who will be viewing the service on EastLink Television.  Newcomers are asked to fill in the card in the pew and place it in the offering plate.  All are invited to join the time of fellowship (coffee & juice) in Burgess Hall following the service.  

Ushers: Stan Williams and Gary Wilkie

Tellers for March: John Covert, Diane Chitty, Vera Faulkner, Jean Henley, Ivan MacDonald, Harold McAloney, Roy Parlee.
Next Sunday ~ Fifth Sunday in Lent ~ Lectionary Readings: Isaiah 43:16-21; Psalm 126; Phillippians 3:4b-14; John 12:1-8.   

March “after worship coffee” clean-up crew are members of the Board of Trustees.
Church Calendar
March 10 – 16
Today  
             11:45am 
Junior Choir Practice 
Tuesday
9:30am

Staff Meeting   


7:00pm 
Council Committees



8:00pm 
Church Council  
Wednesday 
10:00am
Nursing Home Services 
Thursday           1:30pm

Open Circle Drop In   



6:30pm 
Senior Choir Practice 
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Friday
             10:00am
Parents ‘n Tots   
Birthday Wishes are extended to Jean Milton who turns 100 this week! 

Church Announcements
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There will be a “Happy Birthday” Celebration for 

Shirley Rose on March 14 from 2-4pm in Burgess 

Hall.  Friends and acquaintances welcome.
♫ Music Notes: Easter is a time of celebration! Congregation members 

 will have an opportunity to remember loved ones by 


 making a memorial donation toward the celebratory 


 Easter music. Please contact the church office to make 

 your donation. The names of loved ones will be 


 recognized in the bulletin on Easter Sunday. ♪
The Pictorial Directories are here and I still have copies left! If you had your picture taken for the directory or pre-ordered one, come into the office to pick them up!
The Sunday School will be doing a Lenten Project "Fix Feet with Shoes"; a project taken from the Gifts with Vision catalogue from the United Church of Canada, in partnership with Mission and Service. Children are treated for deformed or twisted feet at the Children's Hospital in Kenya. The goal is to correct clubfoot problems through treatment offered at clinics.  $30 will purchase special shoes for a child undergoing treatment.  Lenten calendars are available along with a coin holder. This can be worked on as a family project or single person/child.  Please pick up today and return on Easter Sunday.  Be sure to include your name and/or envelope number so your donation can be receipted.  Let's set a goal of helping 15 children receive these special shoes. Have fun with the Lenten Calendar.
As an initiative of the ReGenesis Committee and supported by the Worship Committee and Council, cushions have been placed in two long pews near the front. These were custom made with money provided from the Memorial Fund. Check them out; try them out, and just maybe you will want to sit closer to the front!
Ministry and Personnel Committee Announcement





Rev. Susan Estabrooks will be on a short-term medical leave until April 1st due to stress and exhaustion. 








