Trinity-St. Stephen’s United Church

1 Ratchford St., P. O. Box 413, Amherst, N. S., B4H 3Z5

    Phone:  667-8483 
   
            Website:  http://tssuc.tripod.com                            
    Fax:       667-4785    

  
         E-mail:  tssuc@eastlink.ca                            
Minister:  Rev. Susan Estabrooks

Director of Music:  Jeff Joudrey

Admin. Assistant: Erika Benjamin

Custodian: Terry Lawless

10:30 a.m.  ~ March 17, 2013 ~ Fifth Sunday in Lent
Broadcast of last Sunday’s service over EastLink TV ~12noon & 1p.m.
* (Indicates to rise in body or in spirit!)

The Gathering

 Prelude
 Welcome and Announcements

 Lighting of the Christ Candle (Please remain seated)

 Choral Introit: Simple Gifts




      - trad.  
*Call to Worship (adapted from Isaiah 43:1-21 and Psalm 126)

One:  Come, Beloved, for the Great Giver has restored your fortunes -

   All:  Let us tell of God’s great giving as we shout with joy! 

One:  Come, Growers, for the Creator has brought up rivers in the desert

   All:  Let us declare our praise as we plant our fields!

One:  Come, Seekers, for the Righteous One has set a path through the sea -

   All:  Let us rejoice as we make our journey!

One:  Come, People of God, for the Holy One has done great things for us! 

   All:  Let us worship God! 
*Prayer of Approach (Unison)
Come to this sanctuary, this house, this home, Holy Christ, and let us receive you with lavish welcome. You are the Restorer of our fortunes, the Promise of new life – we pour out our praise to you. Fill this room with your Spirit: the scent of spring, the sound of nature awakening and fill our hearts with your compassion, not just in this time and place, but in all times and in all places, so that as we celebrate the great things you have done for us, we may also embody the love you give to all. Amen. 
*Hymn # 312    “Praise with Joy the World’s Creator”
     (Lauda Anima)  
 (Congregation may be seated following the hymn.)

Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession (back page of bulletin)
Assurance of God’s Love
Ministry of Music: Al Shlosha D'Varim  


      - Allan Naplan
(The world is sustained by three things: by Truth, by Justice and by Peace)
*Hymn # 316    “Praise Our Maker”


         (Praise Him)

Conversation with the Children

The Lord’s Prayer

Hearing God’s Word

 Prayer for Illumination (seated) sung:  (# 411 “O God We Call”)

O God we call, O God we call, from deep inside we yearn, 



from deep inside we yearn, from deep inside we yearn for you.

 Lessons: Isaiah 43:16-21; John 12:1-11   

One:  This is the Word of the Lord.


   All:  Thanks be to God!
 Sermon:  “Leave Her Alone!”


       - Rev. Catherine Gaw 
*Hymn # 713    “I See a New Heaven”

      (I See a New Heaven)
Responding to God’s Word

Offertory Invitation

Offertory
*Sung Offertory Prayer (tune # 540, Grant Us, God, the Grace)
(Stuttgart)
Grant us, God, the grace of giving, with a spirit large and free, 

that ourselves and all our living we may offer faithfully.

Prayer of Thanksgiving & Intercession 
Prayer of Dedication

What we own is nothing, priceless God – what we can gain or keep or have is worthless if it is only for our own satisfaction. All that we have and all that we are belongs to you, and the giving is a blessing in itself. We dedicate this day, not only the things we can put in a plate or write on a piece of paper, but also the things we cannot touch: our hearts, our spirits, our passion, our resolve. Use them, and us, to restore the fortunes of all your people: 
to seek your will, to strengthen your church, and to serve you faithfully.  Amen.

*Hymn # 642    “Be Thou My Vision”



    (Slane)  
*Commissioning & Benediction
*Choral Benediction: (# 222 (MV), “May the Peace of God Be Your Peace”)
May the peace of God be your peace. May the love of God be the 

love you show.  May the joy of God be the joy you know, and 

may the world that God would see be found in you. 
*Extinguishing of the Christ Candle

 Postlude
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♫ Music Notes:  This morning we welcome the children of the 
Junior Choir and their families to our Worship Service.  This is 
only the second time these children sung in public and we thank 
them for their special music this morning! ♪
( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( (
A special Thank you to Rev. Catherine Gaw 

for being our guest Minister for today’s service!

Trinity-St. Stephen’s United Church, Amherst, N. S.

March 17, 2013
Today’s bulletin is given in loving memory of Layton T. Ralston 
by Barbara, David, Kenneth & Families.
We welcome all visitors and invite you to sign the guest book at the back of the church; we also welcome those who will be viewing the service on EastLink Television.  Newcomers are asked to fill in the card in the pew and place it in the offering plate.  All are invited to join the time of fellowship (coffee & juice) in Burgess Hall following the service.  

Sympathy of the congregation is extended to Stan Williams and Pat Cottenden on the death of their brother, Cecil Williams of Windsor, NS. 
Ushers: Stan Williams and Gary Wilkie

Tellers for March: John Covert, Diane Chitty, Vera Faulkner, Jean Henley, Ivan MacDonald, Harold McAloney, Roy Parlee.
Greeter: Gloria Fraser
Welcomers:  Marg Archibald and Shelley Hallman.
Next Sunday ~ Palm/Passion Sunday ~ Lectionary Readings: Luke 19:28-40; Psalm 118:1-2, 19-20; Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 31:9-16; Philippians 2:5-11; Luke 22:14—23:56 or Luke 23:1-49.
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March “after worship coffee” clean-up crew are members of the Board of Trustees.
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Church Calendar
March 17 - 23
Monday

6:30pm

Sparks and Pathfinders  
Tuesday
9:30am 
Staff Meeting 

             6:30pm

Girl Guides 
Wednesday 
10:00am
Presbytery – Mar. Conf. Sackville
Thursday           1:30pm

Open Circle Drop In  



6:30pm

Brownies


6:30pm

Senior Choir Practice  
Friday
             10:00am
Parents ‘n Tots  
UCW Meetings This Week
Tuesday
2:00pm

Unit 1 – Lounge 



7:00pm

Unit 2 – Lounge 

Saturday
9:00am 
Chignecto Presbyterial UCW Meeting 
Church Announcements
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♫ Music Notes: Easter is a time of celebration! Congregation members 

 will have an opportunity to remember loved ones by 


 making a memorial donation toward the celebratory 


 Easter music. Please contact the church office to make 

 your donation. The names of loved ones will be 


 recognized in the bulletin on Easter Sunday. ♪
The Sunday School will be doing a Lenten Project "Fix Feet with Shoes"; a project taken from the Gifts with Vision catalogue from the United Church of Canada, in partnership with Mission and Service. Children are treated for deformed or twisted feet at the Children's Hospital in Kenya. The goal is to correct clubfoot problems through treatment offered at clinics.  $30 will purchase special shoes for a child undergoing treatment.  Lenten calendars are available along with a coin holder. This can be worked on as a family project or single person/child.  Please pick up today and return on Easter Sunday.  Be sure to include your name and/or envelope number so your donation can be receipted.  Let's set a goal of helping 15 children receive these special shoes. Have fun with the Lenten Calendar.

Christian Education would like to remind the congregation of the Lent Family Ministry Forty Days of Getting Ready online program that is available to all. To access this site go to: http://marconf.ca/family-ministry-2013/
Password: Purple1331 (note the capital letter P). It’s not too late to take a look and participate.
Subscriptions due for the Conference Newsletter, 3 issues for $7 and Presbyterial Newsletter “NEWS”, 4 issues for $6.  Contact Mary Dickeson at 661-4255 or leave at the Church office. 
The UCW would like to thank all who have saved and brought in milk bags over the past several months for our special anniversary project, Bed Mats for Haiti. The project is now ended, and we are no longer collecting these bags. Each adult-size bed mat took 600-800 bags to make, so each bag you saved helped the UCW in crocheting the strips of plastic into useable and very durable bed mats and tote bags. A number of finished products will soon be on their way to Haiti.
A friendly reminder for those who have left food containers, dishes, pie plates, trays, etc. are asked to please pick them up on the shelf in the hall across from the kitchen. 
Ministry and Personnel Committee Announcement





Rev. Susan Estabrooks will be on a short-term medical leave until April 1st due to stress and exhaustion. 








