Trinity-St. Stephen’s United Church

1 Ratchford St., P. O. Box 413, Amherst, N. S., B4H 3Z5

    Phone:  667-8483 
   
            Website:  http://tssuc.tripod.com                            
    Fax:       667-4785    

  
         E-mail:  tssuc@eastlink.ca                            
Minister:  Rev. Susan Estabrooks

Director of Music:  Jeff Joudrey

Admin. Assistant: Erika Benjamin

Custodian: Terry Lawless

10:30 a.m.  ~ March 29, 2013 ~ Good Friday Service
Combined Service with First Baptist Church
The service will proceed unannounced 
* (Indicates to rise in body or in spirit!)

The Gathering

 Prelude: Choral Prelude: “O Man Bemoan They Grievous Sin”  - J.S. Bach
 Welcome 

 Lighting of the Christ Candle (Please remain seated)

 Choral Introit:      “Agnus Dei” 



        - David Saint
*Call to Worship 

One:  As God’s gathered community we remember our sacred story, 

   All:  a story of brutality, false accusations, and humiliation.

One:  We remember the story of Jesus the Christ, who reveals to us the 

 cost of love, 

   All:  a reality that, through our baptism, reminds us of the uneasy 

 path of discipleship.

One:  Together, let us enter into the story that unfolds in the shadows, 

   All:  as Christ shines his light of faith, hope, and love. 

One:  And the greatest of these…

   All:  is love. 
*Prayer of Confession and Assurance of Pardon (Unison)
O Holy One, as we enter into the powerful story of your passion, be with us now.  Stay with us through the dreadful events of this day.  Remind us that for some, this story is very much a here and now event, and not just there and then.  Give us the courage to offer our prayers of confession, to shed that which weighs us down and causes us to be less than who you created us to be.  In silence, we offer our prayers.  (silence) God of resurrection, we take great comfort in your promise of grace and offer ourselves, once again, to go and share the gift of forgiveness that you have entrusted to us with the world that you so love.  Amen. 
*Hymn    “Throughout These Lenten Days And Nights”   (printed on back of bulletin)
Hearing God’s Word

 Scripture:  John 18:1-11


       Reader: Gloria Fraser
 Scripture:  John 18:28-38


         Reader: Susan Cole
 Chorale Response:    Jesus, Remember Me…

   
     - Taizé
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 Introduction

1. Betrayal

2. Love Denied 

*Hymn # 143     “My Song is Love Unknown”

  (Love Unknown)
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Injustice

4. Complicity 

5. Ridicule 
Ministry of Music:  “Were You There?”

        - spiritual/arr. P. Hunt

Mark Milner, tenor

Responding to God’s Word

Prayers for Good Friday

One:  Holy God, out of profound love you send Jesus to the world not to 

 condemn it, but to save it. 

   All:  So we, your people, pray for the world.

One:  We pray for the places where the darkness of ethnic and religious 

 violence exist. 

   All:  May the light of your love pierce the darkness. 

One:  We pray for places where the darkness of devastating natural 


 disasters has been overwhelming. 

   All:  May the light of your love pierce the darkness. 

One:  We pray for people existing in the darkness of mental or physical 

 illness. 

   All:  May the light of your love pierce the darkness. 

One:  We pray for people floating in the darkness of loneliness, 


 bereavement or confusion. 

   All:  May the light of your love pierce the darkness. 

One:  Gracious God, there is also darkness in the lives of people we 


 know by name and in our own lives. 
(pause) 


   All:  May the light of your love pierce the darkness. 
    One:  We gather all our prayers in Jesus’ name. 
*Hymn #     “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”
      (Rockingham)

Commendation 
*Extinguishing of the Christ Candle

 Postlude: Verse from the Partita “When Jesus Hung Upon The Cross”  - S. Scheidt
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Your offerings will be received in the offering plates, located at the back, as you leave the sanctuary.

This morning we welcome, 

the ministers and members of the First Baptist Church, all visitors, and thank all of our readers for their contribution to our worship service. 
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