Trinity-St. Stephen’s United Church

1 Ratchford St., P. O. Box 413, Amherst, N. S., B4H 3Z5

    Phone:  667-8483 
   
            Website:  http://tssuc.tripod.com                            
    Fax:       667-4785    

  
         E-mail:  tssuc@eastlink.ca                            
Minister:  Rev. Susan Estabrooks

Director of Music:  Jeff Joudrey

Admin. Assistant: Erika Benjamin

Custodian: Terry Lawless

10:30 a.m.  ~ April 7, 2013 ~ Second Sunday of Easter 
Broadcast of last Sunday’s service over EastLink TV ~12noon & 1p.m.
The hymns will proceed without announcement
* (Indicates to rise in body or in spirit!)

The Gathering

 Prelude: “Christ Lay In Death’s Grim Prison”  

       - J. Pachelbel
 Welcome and Announcements

 Lighting of the Christ Candle (Please remain seated)

 Choral Introit: Lord Listen To Your Children Praying 
     - Ken Medema 
*Call to Worship 

One:  Christ is risen!

   All:  He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

One:  The joy of the Easter Season sings in our hearts.

   All:  The breath of new life fills our spirits.

One:  We open our hearts to the wondrous work God calls to us to do. 

   All:  We cannot keep silent for we are witnesses of all that has 


 taken place.  Let us praise our God! 
*Prayer of Approach (Unison)
God of resurrection, it can be too simple to leave Easter as one exciting, chocolate filled day, and then to slip back into the ho-hum of everyday living.  As we worship, come and stand among us in your risen power.  Draw us out of our everyday into the extraordinary joy of being Easter people, hearing stories of resurrection, unlocking hearts of fear and experiencing anew the presence of the risen Christ in our lives.  Amen. 
*Hymn # 164 “The Day of Resurrection” 


         (Ellacombe) 
Prayer of Confession (Unison)

One:  God of empty tombs, when we hesitate to speak of your hope, 


   All:  clear our throats and give us a voice. 

One:  When others wish to silence the good news, 


   All:  may we shout it all the louder.

One:  When we find it difficult to love one another, 


   All:  forgive us, and show us the way of compassion. 

One:  When we want to stand with the high and mighty, 


   All:  forgive us, and seat us next to the poor and the oppressed. 

One:  When we stay locked behind our fears and doubts, 


   All:  forgive us, and help us to express our wonderings.

One:  When we long for proof that everything is going to be okay, 

   All:  Open us to the breath of your Holy Spirit, that we might 


 receive your peace.  Amen. 
 Assurance of Pardon
* # 958  “Halle, Halle, Halle”

Hal-le, Hal-le, Hal-le-lu-u-jah!  Hal-le, hal-le, hal-le-lu-u-jah!  

Hal-le, hal-le, hal-le-lu-u-jah! Hal-le-lu-jah! hal-le-lu-jah!

*Hymn # 345 “Come, Children, Join to Sing”


  (Madrid)
 Conversation with the Children

Hearing God’s Word

 Prayer for Illumination (seated) sung:  (# 411 “O God We Call”)

O God we call, O God we call, from deep inside we yearn, 



from deep inside we yearn, from deep inside we yearn for you.

 Epistle: Acts 5:27-32
 Ministry of Music: “How Can I Keep From Singing”                 - arr. A. Beck
 Gospel: John 20:19-31

One:  This is the Word of the Lord.


   All:  Thanks be to God!
 Sermon:  “Growing Edges”

  
*Hymn # 396 “Jesus, Stand among Us”

 
           (Bemerton)
Responding to God’s Word

Offertory Invitation

Offertory:  “Fuga” 



               - D. Buxtuehude 
*Sung Offertory Prayer (tune # 540, Grant Us, God, the Grace)
(Stuttgart)
Grant us, God, the grace of giving, with a spirit large and free, 

that ourselves and all our living we may offer faithfully.

Prayer of Thanksgiving & Intercession & The Lord’s Prayer
*Hymn # 158 “Christ Is Alive”




     (Truro)  
*Commissioning & Benediction

One:  When we find ourselves at the growing edges of our faith, 


   All:  may we hear Christ calling out names.

One:  As we venture on uncertain pathways, 


   All:  may we recognize that Christ is with us on the journey, 

One:  In our doubts, and questions, 


   All:  may we find ways of naming them and feeling Christ’s patient 

 reassurance. 

One:  As we go forth as Easter people, may the life-giving presence of 


 the Spirit empower us in our witness. 


   All:  Amen. 

*Choral Benediction: # 179 Chorus “Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Give Thanks”
Hallelujah, hallelujah,

Hallelujah, hallelujah.  Give thanks to the risen Christ, 
hallelujah, praise to God’s name.

hallelujah, hallelujah! Give praise to God’s name. 
*Extinguishing of the Christ Candle

 Postlude: Chorale Prelude: “Christ Lay In Death’s Grim Prison” - J.S. Bach
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Trinity-St. Stephen’s United Church, Amherst, N. S.

April 7, 2013
Today’s bulletin is given, thanking my Mom for a lot, from Brenda. 
We welcome all visitors and invite you to sign the guest book at the back of the church; we also welcome those who will be viewing the service on EastLink Television.  Newcomers are asked to fill in the card in the pew and place it in the offering plate.  All are invited to join the time of fellowship (coffee & juice) in Burgess Hall following the service.  

Ushers: Connie Rose and 
Tellers for April: Gordon MacGregor, Harold Farrow, Lawrence Harrison, Jim Hatheway, Gordon Helm, and Ben Pitman.  
Greeters:  

Welcomers:  

Next Sunday ~ 3rd Sunday of Easter ~ Lectionary Readings: Acts 9:1-6, (7-20); Psalm 30; Revelation 5:11-14; John 21:1-19.
April “after worship coffee” clean-up crew are members of the Outreach Committee.
Church Calendar
April 7 – 13
Today  
             11:45am 
Junior Choir Practice  
Monday

6:30pm 
Sparks and Pathfinders 
Tuesday
9:30am

Staff Meeting   

             6:30pm

Girl Guides 



7:00pm

Council Committees



8:00pm

Church Council 

Thursday           10:00am
Bible Study



1:30pm 
Open Circle Drop In 



6:30pm

Brownies 



6:30pm 
Senior Choir Practice   

Friday
             10:00am
Parents ‘n Tots   
Saturday
4:30pm

Pancake Supper – Burgess Hall
Church Announcements
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Pancake Supper in Burgess Hall on Sat., Apr. 13 from 


4:30-6:30pm. Includes pancakes, maple syrup, baked 


beans, sausages, roll, pie and coffee or tea. Take out 


available and maple products for sale. Cost is $9 for adults 

and $3 children under 12.Tickets available in the office. 

Subscriptions due for the Conference Newsletter, 3 issues for $7 and Presbyterial Newsletter “NEWS”, 4 issues for $6.  Contact Mary Dickeson at 661-4255 or leave at the Church office.
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The UCW Spring Rummage Sale will be held on Sat., 


April 20 from 9-11:30am in Burgess Hall.  Gently used 

donations of spring and summer clothing footwear, 


outerwear, toys, household items, linens, books, odds 

and ends are welcome, and may be left at the church 

office. 

Community Announcements

The Amherst Community Garden, in partnership with the Cumberland Food Action Network are pleased to announce the 1st Annual Seed Share. The event will be the first of its' kind in Amherst and organizers hope to attract not only those interested in seed saving and seed swapping, but backyard and community gardeners, and the general public interested in local food security. This FREE event will also feature an activity table for children, where kids will learn how to start a seedling that they can then take home and watch grow! There will also be face painting and numerous informative displays, including some from local farmers.  It's an event that will have something for the whole family! Seed Share is scheduled for Sunday, April 7th, 1-4 pm, at The YMCA in Amherst. For more info, contact Lisa Emery at 664-7223 or Su Morin at 251-2959.

Tantramar Seniors’ College Spring Registration will be held on Tues., April 9 from 4-5:15 pm in Burgess Hall. For information on classes go to tantramarseniorscollege.ca
Gretta Vosper author of “With or Without God” will be at Central United Church, Moncton, on April 11.  This gathering is open to the public for more information see the bulletin board in Burgess Hall or call: (506) 857-3186.

Showcase Productions is pleased to present the beloved musical “My Fair Lady” at the Susan Taylor Theatre in the Amherst Regional High School. This is Showcase’s most ambitious production to date, with a large cast and spectacular sets. Performances are at 7:30pm. Wed., April 17 to Sat., April 20 inclusive. Tickets are available at Mansour’s Mens’ Wear and at McCully’s Market in downtown Amherst, by phoning 667-2359, or at the door. Adults $15.00, Seniors and Students $12.00. 

