Trinity-St. Stephen’s United Church

1 Ratchford St., P. O. Box 413, Amherst, N. S., B4H 3Z5

    Phone:  667-8483 
   
            Website:  http://tssuc.tripod.com                            
    Fax:       667-4785    

  
         E-mail:  tssuc@eastlink.ca                            
Minister:  Rev. Susan Estabrooks

Director of Music:  Jeff Joudrey

Admin. Assistant: Erika Benjamin

Custodian: Terry Lawless

10:30 a.m.  ~ April 21, 2013 ~ Fourth Sunday of Easter
Broadcast of last Sunday’s service over EastLink TV ~12noon & 1p.m.

The hymns will proceed without announcement
* (Indicates to rise in body or in spirit!)

The Gathering

 Prelude:  “Verses of the Kyrie” 


          - François Couperin 
 Welcome and Announcements

 Lighting of the Christ Candle (Please remain seated)

 Choral Introit: “Singing Hallelujah To The Lord” 

     - Laszlo Revez 
*Call to Worship (Credit given to David Sparks, Penticton, BC) 

One:  If God had only given us this precious moment of life, 

   All:  it would have been enough.

One:  If God had only given us the rain and the sunshine of this good Earth, 

   All:  it would have been enough. 

One:  If God had only given us the love we share among family and friends, 

   All:  it would have been enough. 

One:  If God had only given us this church with its praise and service, 

   All:  it would have been enough. 

One:  But God, most Wonderful, has given us all this and so much more, 

   All:  and so out thanks overflow as we enter this time of worship. 
*Prayer of Approach (Unison)
O God, from rushing to and fro, we gather as your people.  Lead us as a shepherd leads their sheep, calling us each by name, providing nurture for our weary souls, feeding us with your grace.  In our time of worship, lift us from despair and bring us to new life that we might serve in the power and name of the one we follow, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
*Hymn # 399 “God, Whose Love Is Reigning o’er Us”           (Lauda Anima) 
 (Congregation may be seated following the hymn.)

 Prayer of Confession (Unison)
O God, on this Earth Sunday, we are especially aware of your call to live in communion and community with all Creation, earth, sea and sky.  Our part is to love this small planet we call home and to bring harmony in the Earth community.  It means acknowledging our need to care for all living things and to live as interdependent human beings.  This means:
· no more “I” but we, 

· no more “alone” but “together”, 

· men and women, boys and girls depending on one another, 

· lone voices blending as one, 

· empty hearts filled with new love, 

· walls broken down,

· opening ourselves to each others joys and sorrows, 

· wandering souls given new direction. 

Forgive us, O God, where we have fallen short of your ideal for us. 

 (Silence)

 Assurance of Pardon
* # 958  “Halle, Halle, Halle”

Hal-le, Hal-le, Hal-le-lu-u-jah!  Hal-le, hal-le, hal-le-lu-u-jah!  

Hal-le, hal-le, hal-le-lu-u-jah! Hal-le-lu-jah! hal-le-lu-jah!

*Hymn # 595 “We Are Pilgrims”



    (Servant Song) 
 Conversation with the Children

 The Lord’s Prayer

Hearing God’s Word

 Prayer for Illumination (seated) sung:  (# 411 “O God We Call”)

O God we call, O God we call, from deep inside we yearn, 



from deep inside we yearn, from deep inside we yearn for you.

 Acts 9:36-43
 Ministry of Music: “O Breath Of Life” 
         - trad. English/arr. A. Bullard 
 Gospel:  John 10:22-30

One:  This is the Word of the Lord.


   All:  Thanks be to God!
 Sermon:  “Shepherd Leaders”

  
*Psalm 23: Hymn # 273 “The King of Love”

      (St. Columba) 
Responding to God’s Word

Offertory Invitation

 Offertory:  “Fuga - Duo” 


             - Gaspard Corette 
*Sung Offertory Prayer (tune # 540, Grant Us, God, the Grace)
(Stuttgart)
Grant us, God, the grace of giving, with a spirit large and free, 

that ourselves and all our living we may offer faithfully.

Prayer of Thanksgiving & Intercession 
*Hymn # 135 MV “Called by Earth and Sky”  
*Commissioning & Benediction
*Choral Benediction: # 179 Chorus “Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Give Thanks”

Hallelujah, hallelujah!  Give thanks to the risen Christ 

Hallelujah, hallelujah! Give praise to God’s name. 
*Extinguishing of the Christ Candle

 Postlude: “La Réjouissance” (from the Royal Fireworks Suite)     - G.F. Handel 
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Trinity-St. Stephen’s United Church, Amherst, N. S.

April 21, 2013
Today’s bulletin is given in loving memory of Gerald R. Trenholm by Mary, Brian, Marlene & Susan and families. 
Sympathy of the congregation is extended to Daphne Cullen on the death of her brother-in-law. Aubrey Cullen, Shediac, NB; and to Blake & Vicki Daley on the death of his mother, Allie Daley. 
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We welcome all visitors and invite you to sign the guest book at the back of the church; we also welcome those who will be viewing the service on EastLink Television.  Newcomers are asked to fill in the card in the pew and place it in the offering plate.  All are invited to join the time of fellowship (coffee & juice) in Burgess Hall following the service.  

Birthday Best Wishes are extended to Marion Baxter who is 91 today, 
and to Gerald Stiles who turns 95 this week! 
Ushers: Connie Rose and Gloria Fraser/Betty Duizer 

Tellers for April: Gordon MacGregor, Harold Farrow, Lawrence Harrison, Jim Hatheway, Gordon Helm, and Ben Pitman. 

Next Sunday ~ Fifth Sunday of Easter ~ Lectionary Readings: Acts 11:1-18; Psalm 148; Revelation 21:1-6; John 13:31-35.
April “after worship coffee” clean-up crew are members of the Outreach Committee.
Church Calendar
April 21 – 27
Today  
             11:45am
Junior Choir Practice   
Monday

6:30pm

Sparks and Pathfinders 



7:00pm 
Amherst Cemetery Meeting   
Tuesday
9:30am 
Staff Meeting 


6:30pm 
Girl Guides 
Thursday           10:00am
Bible Study 



1:30pm 
Open Circle Drop In 



6:30pm 
Brownies 



6:30pm 
Senior Choir Practice   

Friday
             10:00am 
Parents ‘n Tots 


7:30pm 
Sanctuary Trio Concert  

Saturday
6:00pm 
Friends Unlimited 

♫ Music Notes: The organ music this morning is from the French Baroque period or in the case of "La Réjouissance " ("rejoicing") is at least French influenced.  Both Couperin and Corette have used the Mass as a vehicle for their compositions and the movements played this morning come from two organ masses written for their churches.  The movements of Handel's Fireworks Suite (a second cousin to the "Water Music" written 30 years earlier) all take their titles from French Baroque dances, and is written in the style of French music of the period. ♪
Church Announcements
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The Concert Series Committee is pleased to announce that the inaugural concert in our new series will be presented by “The Sanctuary Trio” of Halifax (Please log on to their website www.sanctuarymusic.ca to learn more about these 3 talented instrumental musicians).  The concert will be held on Friday, April 26 at 7:30pm.  Tickets and additional info will be available in the Hall after service this morning.  Net revenues for this fund-raising concert will be dedicated to our church’s operation. The Committee chose the name “Music at Trinity” to succinctly capture this church project.  However, our church’s full name and location will appear in all our advertising.  We have also established a “Music at Trinity” link on our Church website for the “world” to view.  Please check that out! We are promoting this initiative as “a community concert series”.  An invitation is being extended to folk in the greater Amherst area—and beyond—to enjoy performances in our beautiful, acoustically exceptional sanctuary. Your support for and promotion of these church fund-raising concerts is essential for their success.  The organizing committee appreciates your help in ensuring the concerts are well attended.
Community Announcements

Spring Food Drive on April 27 from 10am-12pm at the Knights of Columbus Hall.  All volunteers welcome. 


Update on the JNAC Process





Following congregational approval of the JNAC report on February 24th, the document was sent to Presbytery for their consideration and approval. As a result of the cancellation of their March Presbytery meetings due to stormy weather, they finally reviewed our report at their April 9th meeting. They are now requesting some language clarification and additional data. As a result, we will be meeting later this month to address their requests.


 


In the meantime, our church will continue with the current status quo that began over two years ago. We thank Rev. Susan for her continuing ministerial leadership.





					Holy Family Parish will be holding 					their 3rd Vacation Bible Camp 						“Kingdom Rock”, July 8-12 from 						8:30am-12pm. This is a 	FREE 						camp for children ages 4-12.						Registration runs until April 30, 						camp space is limited. Go to their 					Facebook page (Holy Family Parish - Amherst) or the camp website � HYPERLINK "http://www.holyfamilyparishamherst.org/vbc.html" ��www.holyfamilyparishamherst.org/vbc.html� for registration forms and info on volunteers, campers and their parents.  You can drop off completed registration forms in the office to Erika. 








